Online: The votes have been counted! So who won our Bay Area Burger Bracket? Log on to find out at mercurynews.com. 
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Senate panel approves own legislation with 
repeal of ACA mandate ahead of full vote 


By Mike DeBonis 
and Damian Paletta 
Washington Post 


WASHINGTON » The House passed 
its version of the Republican tax 
overhaul Thursday, notching a 
key win for President Donald 
Trump and House Speaker Paul 
Ryan, R-Wis. But obstacles re- 
main in the Senate, which is re- 
fining its own version of the leg- 
islation amid objections from key 
GOP senators. 

The bill passed the House 227- 
205. Thirteen Republicans voted 
against the bill. No Democrats 


voted for it. 

The Republican-led Senate 
Finance Committee voted 14- 
12 along party lines to approve 
their tax overhaul bill and send it 
to the full Senate for anticipated 
passage the week after next. The 
Senate version contains a repeal 
of the Affordable Care Act’s man- 
date that everyone in the United 
State have health insurance. 

Three California Republican 
members of Congress — Rep. Dana 
Rohrabacher, R-Costa Mesa, Rep. 
Darrell Issa, R-Vista, and Rep. Tom 
McClintock, R-Elk Grove — broke 
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Rep. Kevin Brady, R-Texas, is greeted by applause from 
Rep. Paul Ryan during an event Thursday at the Capitol to 


celebrate the passing of the tax reform bill. 


GOP tax bill passes in House 


“I think most people 
know how important 
itis to cut taxes and 
get the economy 
moving again, and 
this bill does that.” 


— House Majority Whip Steve Scalise, 
R-La. 


“I didn’t come to 
Washington to 
raise taxes on my 
constituents and I 
do not plan to start 
today.” 


— Rep. Darrell Issa, R-Vista 


HOLIDAY SPIRIT 
OR JINGLE HELL? 


Retailers risking too much, too early when it comes to piped-in carols 


Jeongah Ryou and her 9-year-old daughter Annie look at Christmas decorations at Macy’s at the Stanford Shopping Center. 


By Tracy Seipel 


tseipel@bayareanewsgroup.com 


Danny Brooke doesn’t mind 
that the Macy’s store at Stanford 
Shopping Center has already set 
up its holiday merchandise mecca 
on the first floor, filled with col- 
orful ornaments, Nutcrackers, 
Christmas stockings and more. 

But holiday jingles? Already? 

“They can wait on that,” said 
the San Jose resident and one- 
time florist. “I don’t want to hear 
it constantly for two months.” 

Who can blame him? 

Around the Bay Area, and 
across the nation, holiday tunes 
are in regular rotation, seeping 
into shoppers’ ear canals at big 
box retailers. Best Buy jumped 
in early, on Oct. 22, followed 
by Sears and Kmart on Nov. 1. 
Walmart launched its holiday 
playlist Sunday, while Macy’s al- 
ready has sprinkled some holiday 
songs into its pop music loop. 


mall in Concord. 
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Nathaniel Connolly, 3, of Concord, 
chats up Santa Claus at the Sunvalley 
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WHERE AND WHEN YOU'LL 
HEAR THE HOLIDAY CHEER 


Here’s a handy list of many retailers’ 
plans to turn on the holiday tunes: 
Oct. 22: Best Buy began mixing 
Christmas music into their playlist. 
Nov. 1: Sears and Kmart. They 

will increase through Christmas. 
Michael’s began, increasing to 100 
percent on Black Friday. 

Nov. 11: Office Depot, Office Max 
Nov. 13: Walmart began sprinkling 
in holiday music. 

Nov. 16: Verizon Wireless 
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Nov. 18: Staples starts, slowly 
increasing holiday tunes to 100 
percent by Black Friday. 

Mid-November: Macy's, AT&T 


Nov. 23 (Thanksgiving): J.C. 
Penney 

Nov. 24 (Black Friday): Home 
Depot, Nordstrom, Whole Foods, 
Lowe’s, Albertson’s, Sprouts, Wil- 
liamms-Sonoma, Pottery Barn, Foot 
Locker and some Target stores. 


CELTICS END 
DUBS’ STREAK, 
CONTINUE OWN 


MADDIE MEYER — GETTY IMAGES 


Celtics forward Jaylen Brown blocks a shot from 
Klay Thompson during the second quarter of 
their game Thursday at TD Garden in Boston. The 
Celtics ran their streak to 14 games while ending 
the Warriors’ streak at seven with a 92-88 win. 


DA bid to remove 
pregnant defense 


lawyer withdrawn 


Prosecutor request met with outrage 
by women’s groups and defense bar 


By Tracey Kaplan 


thaplan@bayareanewsgroup.com 


SAN JOSE » District Attorney Jeff Rosen’s office 
found itself accused of sexism this week after 
seeking to boot a pregnant defense lawyer off a 
gang case, saying it anticipated she would ask 
the judge to postpone the trial so she could take 
optional maternity leave. 

But attorney Renee Hessling never planned or 
sought to take such a leave, and after the defense 
bar and women’s groups objected to the prem- 
ise of the prosecutor’s motion, the Santa Clara 
County District Attorney’s Office chose to with- 
draw it. 

“Tm in private practice,” Hessling said. “I can’t 
afford to take any time off, and I also take my 
responsibilities to my clients and the courts se- 
riously.” 

Hessling, who is pregnant with twins, will be 
off on a medical disability for about eight weeks 


J.C. Penney will start on 
Thanksgiving, while Nordstrom 


Danny Brooke gets an early start Nov. 
12 with his Christmas shopping in 


after having mandatory C-section surgery, and 


Late November: Petco will be ready for the five-defendant, double-ho- 
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À, 
FINAL WATERFRONT Yi 
HOMES NOW AVAILABLE. 
MOVE-IN READY. 
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